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Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, 
our life, our sweetness and our hope
May 01
The heart of man is similar in all to a raft tossed by the winds of a severe tropical cyclone, for it is assaulted by doubts, uncertainties, anxieties, thoughts, feelings that perennially take peace away from him.
What is more, vices, sins, transgressions are added, leading him then to vanity, to ephemeral, to foolishness, to be immersed in situations leaving scars that neither an entire life of purification and penitence are able to heal.
The raft, from element of safety, certitude, stability, becomes an instrument of ruin and of perdition for man.
Therefore, is there no salvation at all for our heart, which, at a certain moment, becomes stranger to ourselves, foreigner to our life, since it is unable to lead us to the paths of truth and of justice?
Salvation exists and has one only name: Mary
Mary is the Blessed Virgin, the humble, chaste, virgin holy Woman
Mary is the woman of the perennial, constant yes, without a single hesitation ever.
Mary is Jesus’s Mother, given to us by Him as our true Mother.
Mary is the safe harbour of our salvation.
Mary is our Queen, thus the Church invokes Her.
However, She is not a Queen seated on her throne in Heaven, from where She looks at us, poor and miserable creatures, indifferent and detached, with no interest for our life.
Our Queen has a throne in our heart and this throne is called “Mercy”. Mary is the Mother of Mercy. Thus the Church hails Her: “Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope”.
She is the gate of mercy and forgiveness in our sin.
In our death, She is the way of our new life
In our daily bitterness, She is the sweetness giving flavour to our spiritual taste.
In our despair, She is the way of hope
Clung to Her, we will never be lost, we will never despair, we will never be defeated and humiliated by evil.
Clung to Her we will always be ready to rise, to raise ourselves, to renew us for She is the one who gives the strength and the energy, the grace and every other gift.
Clung to Her, our raft will never drown, we will never shipwreck, we will never be devoured by the raging waves of evil
Evil might even fall upon us, but we will overcome it, for one always rises with the Virgin Mary
Virgin Mary, holy Woman, chaste Mother, faithful Friend, attentive companion, humble Queen, help my insane heart to resume the path toward your Son Jesus
Renew life in me, inspire me hope, obtain a certitude: living and dying for you, who are my most sweet Mother.
To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve
May 02
This is our human condition: poor banished children of Eve.  Children of Eve banished from their home, their homeland, from their friends and relatives, from acquaintances and families. Children of Eve in a foreign, hostile, enemy land.
Here is the origin of our exile: Then the LORD God said: "See! The man has become like one of us, knowing what is good and what is bad! Therefore, he must not be allowed to put out his hand to take fruit from the tree of life also, and thus eat of it and live forever." The LORD God therefore banished him from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he had been taken. When he expelled the man, he settled him east of the garden of Eden; and he stationed the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword, to guard the way to the tree of life. (Gen 3, 22-24)
In the Garden of Eden, it was good: the work was a play, an entertainment, a feast. Plants produced every good fruit. In the centre of the Garden there was also the tree of life giving immortality. The woman was flesh from man’s flesh and bone from his bones. In that land of delight, there was peace, harmony, balance, distention, rest, mutual knowledge, welcoming, respect, love, every good, abundance of life.
Out of that garden of delight – this is why it was called earthly paradise – life has become death, peace war, love hate, work tiredness, fruits poison, communion division, unity conflict, brotherhood hostility, marriage divorce and adultery, the woman a thing, the man a despot, welcoming killing, knowledge ignorance. Everything was overturned, inverted.
In this situation of material and spiritual disaster, in this land that is a desert of death, killing, violence, rob, theft, concupiscence, lust, false testimony, injustice, violation of every elementary right, calumny killing innocent people and falsity ruining a life forever, is there any salvation for man? Whom can one turn to so that hope may arise in his heart again? Before whom shall he take refuge to find some comfort, a moment of peace, a moment of joy?
The unique lifeline is Her, the Virgin Mary, our Mother, our Queen. She is the Mother of life. The Queen of peace and of true hope.
She is the lighthouse indicating us where we can find a safe harbour to shelter from the elements and the fury of the waves of evil and of sin.
She is our certitude, our guarantee, our shelter, our refuge, our defence, our protection, our constant help and support.
One is to always turn to Her ever, always dwell before Her, live in her house, lodge in her heart, walk with Her, rest close to Her.
She is our lightening rod, our armour, our helm, our shield.
She is also our sword of defence against every attack of evil that always pounces against us.
Whoever turns to Her is assured of perennial salvation. He will never drown. Never go down. Never disappear in the waves of the sea. The wind of sin shall never drag him into the kingdom of darkness and of mistake. God has entirely placed our salvation in the hands of his Mother and our Mother.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, if we had to depart from you for one only instant, come to our rescue immediately. Always be our salvation.
 
Mourning and weeping in this valley of tears
May 03
Every tear shed on our earth is the fruit of sin that appears as foolishness, ignorance, arrogance, silliness, frivolity, superficiality, overbearingness, despotism, enslavement.
All these things generate death, desperation, endless sorrow, loss of peace, spiritual and physical misery, extreme poorness, insurmountable loneliness, separations, divisions, disunions, divorces, abolishment of family, unions not according to God.
This tower of Babel that is incomprehension and not love among men always enlarges the river of tears flooding the world and making it a great devastation.
In this situation of weeping and of sorrow, what does the Virgin Mary do? She is the Mother assisting her Son dwelling at the feet of his cross, sharing his immense pain with Him.
A passage of the Lamentations reveals us how great the sorrow of the Virgin Mary is, a sorrow that is ours, but that She makes it hers and turns it into an instrument of redemption and of salvation.
"Come, all you who pass by the way, look and see Whether there is any suffering like my suffering, which has been dealt me When the LORD afflicted me on the day of his blazing wrath. "From on high he sent fire down into my very frame; He spread a net for my feet, and overthrew me. He left me desolate, in pain all the day. "He has kept watch over my sins; by his hand they have been plaited: They have settled about my neck, he has brought my strength to its knees; The Lord has delivered me into their grip, I am unable to rise.” (Lam 1, 12-14)
Here is what our greatness is to be: not only ensuring that through our means, neither one tear be shed by our brothers. This can happen by always remaining, us, in the highest holiness, in a perfect obedience to the commandments of the Lord. Every transgression of the Law of God, however little, enlarges the river of tears and adds sorrow to sorrow.
We should also be able to take on the tears of our brothers and dry them. How does one take and dry them? Through our great love, our immense charity, the sharing, the gift of the Gospel, the witness of our faith, taking each of our weeping and sorrowful brothers, sad and disconsolate, to Her, to our heavenly Mother, to Her who is able to take on Herself all our tears and dry them with her immense mercy and her endless compassion.
Imitating the Virgin Mary is interrupting, as far as it is in our holiness, this river of tears. We can do it in many ways: giving a smile, saying a good word, avoiding a judgement, refraining from every condemnation, always welcoming, not saying obscene and offensive expressions, praying, helping, supporting, making all things well, studying, working with conscience and honesty, participating with zeal to the life of the parish community. The works we can do are endless, so that the tears may be dried on the face of our brothers.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, dry our tears. However, make us people who dry the tears of our brothers. Angels and Saints, support us. We wish to be givers of joy toward everyone.
 
 
 
 
Turn then, most gracious advocate
May 04
In the “Hail Queen” the Virgin Mary is invoked, prayer, pleaded as “Our Advocate.” Now let us ask: why is the Virgin Mary given the noble and sublime title of “Advocate”? What does this ministry of the Mother of God consist of exactly, theologically speaking? Which virtue does one wish to manifest about our heavenly Mother?
We surely have an erroneous concept of the meaning of “advocate.” We assume him to be the one who, with his ability, his expertise, his science, his experience drawn from the courtrooms, is able to defend the guilty, turning injustice into justice, guilt in innocence, conviction into righteous behaviour, evil into good, condemnation into absolution.
However, when the guilt is so evident that it cannot be denied in any way, here is where the advocate has to make it the least voluntary possible, a pure accident, a sad casualty, a fact without any full responsibility.
Her third work is that of showing us the way of repentance, of the sorrow of sins, of the will not to offend the Lord anymore, of the desire of always walking through his Law, of the resolution of a greater holiness after having offended the Lord and having returned into his grace and holiness.
Her fourth work, as our “Advocate” is that of the intercession before God. Intercession is double: first, it is the request to Jesus of every greater grace for our higher sanctification. Secondly, it is the supplication of forgiveness. We are sinners. The Virgin Mary asks Jesus to show all his mercy, all his piety, all the richness of his love, all his divine compassion toward us.
This is her true mission of “Advocate” in her intercession: imitating the tenant of the vineyard of the evangelical parable who asks the master not to cut the barren tree, as he would have taken care of it with more attention. The fig tree is to be cut. But after having spent every energy. For us there will also be eternal hell, but only after our “Advocate” has spent all her energy to cure our spiritual barrenness.
Here is the assistance we are always to ask our “Advocate”, who spares herself in nothing for our conversion, redemption, salvation. Who works all things for our greater holiness.
Virgin Mary, our Advocate, intercede for us. We want to produce fruits of true salvation. Angels and Saints of God, guard us in the purity of our “Advocate” and our most sweet Mother.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn your eyes of mercy toward us
May 05
The eye is the gaze of the heart. As the heart is, so also is the eye. If the heart is benevolent, merciful, piteous, compassionate, rich in love, so also will the heart show these virtues. Instead, if the heart is truculent, ruthless, dirty, lurid, so also will the eye express these vices. Jesus demands each of his disciples a pure heart to have such limpid eyes to see God. “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.”
Which God should we see? Not certainly the transcendent God, he who is in the highest heavens, the three times holy God, cloaked in glory and in majesty, eternal and divine light. To see this heavenly God, one does not only need the pure heart, one also needs the eyes of the spirit. The eyes of flesh do not help us see him. Flesh is always flesh and one might never see the most pure heart of God.
Besides, the pure heart is capable of seeing the “Incarnated” God, the God who “identified himself” with the “poor, humble, evicted, enslaved, exiled, humiliated, sinner, prisoner, miserable.” With the God who is always close to us, who walks alone in our towns, who, exploited, works in our homes, who, sick, fills our hospitals, who, criminal, crowds our prisons, who, refuges, overflows the refugees centres, who, seasonal worker, tramples our countryside strewing it with the sweat of his brow for a miserable wage. With the God who sells his body throughout the streets, victim of modern systems of slavery, who is packed in slums and hovels. The pure heart is capable of seeing that God who has a place in the social scale below animals.
If we want the Virgin Mary to see us with her eyes filled with mercy, piety, compassion, maternal love; to see us and to bend over us to bring the comfort of her presence and the help of her almightiness by grace; to pour upon us every heavenly blessing, starting from the forgiveness for each of our sin, it is righteous that we also begin to see the “poor and humble God” who lives close to us, before us.
If we do not see this “incarnated, visible, present, intrusive God” with eyes of mercy, but only with eyes of impiety, sin, selfishness, evil, wickedness, envy, concupiscence, vengeance, desire of great justice, if we do not forgive him, do not encourage him, do not help him, might She, who is Mother precisely of this “visible God”, have piety on us?
If we harass, exploit him, if we deny the most elementary rights, if we treat him worse than our barn animals, the Virgin Mary, Mother of mercy and of piety, might never bend over us to alleviate our wounds and to make us recover from our spiritual misery. If She comes into our lives, She precisely comes for that: to help live the highest mercy, that is salvation, redemption, charity, forgiveness, work of great justice toward every man and in a particular way for the man who fell into the hands of the outlaws that left them on the roadside as half-dead, covered with plagues and unclothed of all his possessions.
Then it is righteous that I ask myself: can I invoke the merciful eyes of the Virgin Mary? Can I rely on her love and her maternal compassion? Can I use her heart so that She comes to my rescue? I can do it if my heart is merciful. If it is without compassion, one might never ask Her something. I must first ask for a new heart.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, make us of a new, pure, holy heart. Angels and Saints of God, give us eyes capable of seeing the visible God.
 
 
 
And after this exile show unto us Jesus.
May 06
The Christian lives of true hope. He is waiting to see, right away he is dead, his Redeemer and Saviour, his Deliverer and Messiah, his Benefactor who took him away from the jaws of the eternal perdition and gave him every grace and truth so that he could come to the end of his mortal days, in Heaven, to contemplate his majestic and sublime glory.
Unfortunately, we must confess that today the hope of the disciple of Jesus is no longer that. It is always in the wait, but for useless, vain, silly, that do not last, temporary, momentary, occasional things. Sometimes he is waiting for something that is even contrary to his faith: the fulfilment of a sinful passion, that some of his vice may be satisfied, that one fulfils a desire for the things of the body, that he may take drugs, get drunk, get high.
We can say that the disciple of Jesus has lost the supernatural hope, giving truth to his life, substituting it with a multitude of useless hopes. We are creating the vain, foolish, ignorant, nonsense Christian, cultivator of vices and sins, immersed in the relative and in the ephemeral, conquered by the fleeting and temporary joys, who perennially drowns in the trends of the moment, always oriented to what is not worthy and does not last.
The body, the time, the visible are destroying the spirit, the eternity, the invisible. The sensible is annihilating the mystery. A man who concedes and abandons himself before everything that kills the hope, even for the earthly tomorrow, is arising. Today’s man is even precluding every possibility to be able to give life with the physical generation, so far is hope from him. The moment is his eternity. The moment is his future. The instant is his commitment.
We have to wake up from this dormancy of spiritual and physical death, death in body and in spirit. Yet, if we are living in a spiritual cemetery, if we are all drowning in the stormy water of superficiality and forgetfulness of God, how can we wake up? But, above all, how can we rebuild the principle of true hope in us?
Here She is, the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Mercy, the Helmswoman of our miserable and fragile ship, our Advocate and Rescuer, our Friend and Teacher. She has always come to our rescue. She always comes to our aid. Right now, She is dedicated to the recovery of this humankind drowned in the loss of true hope. She powerfully breaks into our history made of spiritual nothingness and asks us to rise, relieving ourselves, get back on the boat of life, reach the safe harbour of salvation.
She does all of that directly, asking each of us to give Her a hand. Gathering the numberless castaways is a huge work and She needs the help of each of us. She has come to show us Jesus today, for only if we contemplate Him with the eyes of faith today, She might give Him tomorrow, when we enter eternity.
Today She calls us to know Jesus, listening and living according to his Word. Today She says to us to put back the truth of the Gospel into heart. Today She shows us the way to reach and contemplate Jesus in his eternity. Today for tomorrow. Never tomorrow without today. This is her mission as Mother.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, let us see Jesus today, love Him today, serve Him today. We may thus be certain to see Him tomorrow, as well, in eternity. Angels and Saints of God, help us live for Jesus, in Jesus, with Jesus, today and for the eternal centuries.
 
 
The blessed fruit of thy womb
May 07
These words of our prayer - The blessed fruit of thy womb - are true prophecy, authentic revelation, are pronounced by Elizabeth, moved by the Holy Spirit who placed upon Her in the moment in which the greeting of the Virgin Mary came to her ear. Here is how Saint Luke narrates this event: “During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled." (Lk 1, 39-45)
This is our hope: contemplating in eternity the face of the blessed fruit of the womb of the Virgin Mary. This fruit is Jesus the Lord, our Messiah and Saviour, our Redeemer and Lord, our eternal life. It is very difficult to be able to see Jesus face to face in Paradise. It is difficult for the way leading to Him is a narrow gate. Few are those who attempt to enter. Many strive but they cannot and are excluded forever.
Today this is the mortal heresy, the lethal falsity that will prevent many of us from being able to contemplate the face of Jesus: thinking, guessing, believing that the Paradise is for everyone, good, evil, honest, dishonest, robbers, adultery, incestuous, lustful, greedy, idolaters, impious, selfish, murderers, unjust, indifferent, apathetic, slothful, drunkards. Everyone thinks that navigating the vast sea of sin and of vice, of injustice and of transgression of the Commandments with ease, apathy one is already in Paradise. God’s mercy knows how to cover every sin and thus every man is already saved. So the man of sin…
The men with the great fear of God do not think like that. They know how difficult it is to enter Paradise after death. These pious and righteous men see their imperfect life, not fully holy, not yet taken into the great charity, very far from being in all conformed to the image of Jesus the Lord. They see their lack and they still consider themselves unprepared. Nevertheless, their desire to see Jesus is strong. How to do so that their ambition may be fulfilled? Is there a possible way to follow without any risk?
Their great faith suggests to them that only one can help them: the Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption. This faith is by them turned into a heartfelt, persistent, daily, with no interruption prayer. They ask Her to be their friend, travelling companion, to take them by hand and lead them through the narrow gate, letting them reach the throne of her Son Jesus. Their faith is turned into incessant invocation. Without the help of the Virgin Mary, one might never inherit the Paradise. The path is impassable for every human step. She alone knows and She alone can deliver him from the traps of the ancient serpent. She alone can immerse us in it, without, us, losing ourselves, being deceived, confused by the thousands of mermaids with attractive and lethal singing. Only her singing of heavenly suavity can darken the attraction of the other singing, nefarious and gloomy, and let us see Jesus for the blessed eternity.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, sing to our ear your song of eternal life. We shall be delivered from every other song of death the world raise to confuse our minds. Angels and Saints of God, lend your hand, too, and guide us to the right path.
 
 
 
O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary
May 08
Our holy faith about the Virgin Mary confesses that She is clement, pious, sweet. Clemency, piety, sweetness are three great virtues. They reveal the essence of truth, charity, mercy, holiness of the Mother of God and our mother.
The Virgin Mary is clement. Clemency is the virtue that always makes love triumph over the closest justice. Love is forgiveness, compassion, commiseration, offer of peace, acceptance, solidarity.
The Virgin Mary is supportive of sinners, not in the sense that She justifies our sins. The justification of sins makes impious, for evil is always evil. It might never be declared good. Mary is supportive with sinners – not with their sinners – because She wants their salvation, redemption, justification, eternal life. She wants everyone to be disciples of his Son. The solidarity of the Virgin Mary is prayer, intercession, interest, prompt intervention in our history to encourage our conversion. She is also Mother of sinners and a Mother only wants the salvation of each of her sons.
Solidarity is the law of life. The Virgin Mary is the Mother of life. Leading a sinner to eternal life is her work, mystery, commitment Jesus entrusted to Her on the day in which He made Her Mother of humanity at the feet of the Cross, in the person of the disciple He loved. Since that day, the sleep is done for Mary. She does not rest until the last sinner is not converted. If only we learned from Her! On earth there would be some more saints and some less sinners. We are only able to judge, criticize, send to hell.
The Virgin Mary is piteous. Piety is the love of the father, of the mother for all the children. It is that love that generates, grows, is concerned, takes care, does not give itself peace, does not find a moment of breath until the greatest good is not fulfilled. The Virgin Mary is piteous since She daily works for the greatest good of each of her sons, and this good is the highest holiness, in Christ Jesus and in the Holy Spirit, in the Church, one, holy, Catholic, apostolic.
Piety always seeks to be of help to the brother, who is not holy but sinner, not just but unjust, not perfect but imperfect, not good, but evil. It always overcomes evil with good, hatred with love, injustice with justice, the thirst of vengeance with meekness, every selfishness with love, every falsity and lie with prayer.
The Virgin Mary is sweet. Sweetness is always showing a welcoming face, inspiring peace, confidence, love, benevolence, compassion. This virtue does not work against truth, in the sense that either it neglects truth or forgets it, either does not remember it or it even tramples it. This is not sweetness, but ignorance and foolishness. The Virgin Mary is sweet since her face inspires the confidence in forgiveness, but at the same time She asks for the will of conversion and of return into the Word of Jesus, in his Holy Gospel.
For many of us sweetness is closing the eyes before falsity, lie, deceit, vice, sin, impiety, idolatry, transgression of the Commandments, life against the Gospel. This is not the sweetness of the Virgin Mary. Her sweetness is that great love that while it welcomes us, makes us see all the ugliness of our evil, so that we repent and change life.
Virgin Mary, clement Mother, pious Mother, sweet Mother, Mother of Redemption, teach us to live these virtues with supreme truth.
Angels and Saints of God, help us. We want to imitate our most sweet Mother.
 
 Hail, Mary
May 09
Today we begin to meditate on Hail Mary. It is the fruit of three words: of the Angel, of Saint Elizabeth, of the Church, respectively: "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." “Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb” Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen”
 
The Angel enters the house of the Virgin Mary, in Nazareth, and offers a greeting no human ear had ever heard: "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you."  Let us ask: why is the Virgin Mary invited to hail, rejoice, exult, unleash all the delight that is in her heart?
 
In the Old Testament, only one was the reason why a person, or an entire people, was invited to exult with joy: “The coming of his God.”
Hail Mary! God is powerfully coming into your life. Your Lord is going to wrap you in a new, unexpected, unprecedented way.
Hail Mary! Your Creator is coming to make you a proposal every woman of his kingdom would like to hear today.
Hail Mary! Your Saviour, wants the new Man to be born of your means, from whom the new humanity will then arise.
Hail Mary! The Holy Spirit is going to abide in your womb from which the Son of the Most High shall be born.
Hail Mary! From your yes to the divine proposal, heaven and earth will exult for the entire universe will be reconciled with God.
Hail Mary! In you, the Lord is going to fulfil a work He has never fulfilled and will never fulfil again: you will be Virgin Mother in eternity.
Hail Mary! A man, as for all the other women, will not be born of you. In You, He will make himself true Man, remaining true God, the Eternal Word of the Father.
Hail Mary! What the heavens of heaven cannot contain will be made flesh in your virginal womb. You will be the Mother of your Lord, of your God.
Hail Mary! The Lord is asking for your heart to give his Son a dwelling on our earth.
Hail Mary! The entire Heaven is waiting for your yes to raise the new song of life to his God and Lord.
Hail Mary! Today the hope of salvation for humanity is arising from you. You are the gate of life for every man.
Hail Mary! You are the house of God on earth. God has chosen you as his living Tabernacle.
The reasons why Mary is invited to hail are endless. In her joy is our joy, the joy of man.
Today humanity is missing the truth of joy. It ignores that it only arises from the visit of God. Ignoring the way of joy, it is sinking in joys of death, of annihilation of its being and of its nature, of its work and of its acting. One is severing all ties for the construction of itself.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Woman of the perfect joy, Angels and Saints of God, lead us again to the true source of every everlasting and eternal joy.
Full of grace
May 10
The Virgin Mary is filled with grace. Other people, too, are said to be filled with grace in the New Testament: “Stephen, a man filled with faith and the holy Spirit… filled with grace and power, was working great wonders and signs among the people.” (Act 6, 5.8)  What is the difference between Stephan and the Virgin Mary?
Stephen was conceived in sin as every other man coming to the world. He became filled with grace, after the baptism. He remained filled with grace by reason of the power of the Holy Spirit he was clothed with. Fullness is limited, though. Every cup, every vessel is filled, when the liquid it contains gets to the brim and almost overflows. The fullness of a centilitre is different, though, different is the fullness of a million of gallons, different is also that of a borderless ocean. Stephen has a limited fullness.
The Virgin Mary is filled with grace since the very first moment of her life. She began to exist as filled with grace. She is conceived filled with grace. The original sin has neither touched her for one moment. This is the first truth.
The Virgin Mary is filled with grace as She is the Immaculate Conception of God. In the creation, She is the only “Work of God” with no limits of image and likeness with her Creator. We reflect a spark of nature and of the essence of God. The Virgin Mary reflects God more than the entire creation put together. She is filled with God. She is clothed with God. She is wrapped with God.
Not only is She filled with grace. The grace of her conceiving and the grace of the last moment of her life is not in the same measure. She was filled before. She is filled now. The measure has changed, though. Now it is with no measure. Her fullness is with no limits. God has given all himself to this Woman. He kept nothing for himself. He could give everything for the Virgin Mary and let herself be filled by God every day, as She is a humble servant in his hands.
The Virgin Mary is the perfect collaborator with God. We can apply to Her the image of the vessel and the potter in a very perfect way. God is the potter. The Virgin Mary is the Vessel. She is the Vessel that opposes no resistance, neither of one only venial sin, of one only “innocent” transgression, of one only little motion of her heart, nor her natural instinct opposes resistance to her Lord. Day after day, year after year, the Lord works his Vessel and makes it a Masterpiece. The Virgin Mary lets herself be worked by God and becomes the most excellent work in his creation.
God would like to work with us, too. He would like to shape us, too. However, we are hard clay, not mouldable, not fluid under his hands. Everything is hard on us: heart, mind, thoughts, body, soul, spirit, feelings, will, desires. They are hard of heart, vice, transgression, violation of the holy law of God, inconsistent as regards doctrine and truth.
We are so hardened in heart and in mind that nothing is able to scratch us. God cannot work with us. Neither his Almightiness can do anything without our meekness to his will. Yet, God would like to make us too “filled with grace”, with holiness, truth, justice, peace, love, charity. He would like to fill us too with the Holy Spirit. He would, but we do not want to. We are too clung to our hardness to make each of his actions vain.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Filled with Grace, Entirely Holy, make us meek and humble of heart. Angels and Saints, come to our rescue, we want to let ourselves be shaped by God to be, us too, filled with grace and with the Holy Spirit.
 
The Lord is with thee
May 11
The Archangel Gabriel, sent on our earth to announce the mystery of God and also to explain it, says to the Virgin Mary: “The Lord is with you.”
In the Holy Mass, the Priest addresses this greeting to the people three times: at the beginning, before the penitential act, in the core of the mass, before the preface, at the end, before the blessing of the dismissal. However, he does not say: “The Lord is with you, people of God, his holy assembly, his community reunited for the celebration of the holy mystery.” He says instead: “The Lord be with you.” This is a wish, a prayer, an invocation. However, it is not a reality, a certitude, a way of being, a state of the Christian.
With the Virgin Mary it is truth, certitude, her particular state, her life. God is with Mary. The Lord is with Her. She lives with the lord. The Lord lives with Her. He lives in Her and for Her. He lives in her heart, in her mind, in her body, in her thoughts, desires, feelings, will, aspirations, plans. God is for the Virgin Mary breath of eternal life, breath of perennial salvation, lymph of daily spiritual growth, water that always quenches Her with truth, justice, most high holiness. It is as if God had emptied the Virgin Mary of herself to fill her with Himself. This gift of God was possible, it becomes possible every day thanks to her immense, high, deep humbleness.
God is not with us, instead. He is only apparently. We walk with our will, we think with our thoughts, we love with our heart, we decide with our feelings. On the contrary, the Virgin Mary walks with the will of God, thinks with his mind, loves with his heart, decides with the feelings of her Lord.
This is the true virginity of Mary: not keeping anything of her body, of her soul, of her mind, of her desires for herself. Not giving anything of what belongs to Her to the others. All of herself, since the first moment of her conceiving until the moment of her passage into Heaven was entirely of God. Neither the least part of herself was kept for herself or given to the others. All, always, entirely of God. Always, all, virgin for her Lord.
We are not with God. We wish we could. We pray to become. But we must confess that we are with ourselves, for ourselves.
God is with us, when we let Him be the mind of our mind, the heart of our heart, the blood of our blood, the breath of our breath, the life of our life, the nature of our nature.
In the Virgin Mary, this happened. The revelation shows Her to us as clothed with the sun, namely entirely wrapped with God. God is her garment. Being clothed with God is becoming God. Not by arrogance, pride, vainglory, exaltation, temptation.
The Virgin Mary has become as God by extreme humbleness, by annihilation of her being and of her life. In Her the word of Satan is fulfilled: “Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the animals that the LORD God had made. The serpent asked the woman, "Did God really tell you not to eat from any of the trees in the garden?" The woman answered the serpent: "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; it is only about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, 'You shall not eat it or even touch it, lest you die.'" But the serpent said to the woman: "You certainly will not die! No, God knows well that the moment you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods who know what is good and what is bad." (Gn 3, 1-5) Not as Satan meant it, though, but as by the eternity the Lord had though it: not for the way of rebellion, of transgression, of pride, of insubordination, but by the way of humbleness, of obedience, of the submission to the Lord, of the total virginity.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, you are clothed with God, you are as God, his most perfect image created. God is with you. Let it be for us, too. Angels and Saints, help us be clothed with our Creation and Lord, as well



Blessed art thou amongst women
May 12
Blessed art thou amongst women is a very rare title in the Bible. Before the Virgin Mary, it was given to only two women: Jael and Judith.
It was given to Jael for she delivers the people from Sisera’s oppression to whom she crushes the head with a hammer: “Blessed among women be Jael, blessed among tent-dwelling women. He asked for water, she gave him milk; in a princely bowl she offered curds. With her left hand she reached for the peg, with her right, for the workman's mallet. She hammered Sisera, crushed his head; she smashed, stove in his temple. At her feet he sank down, fell, lay still; down at her feet he sank and fell; where he sank down, there he fell, slain.” (Jdg 5, 24-27)
How great is the Virgin Mary. Every day She crushes the head to man’s enemy, that is the ancient serpent: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head, while you strike at his heel." (Gn 3, 15)
This title is given to Judith, since she cuts the head to Holofernes delivering the entire people of the Jews with this prowess from a harsh and cruel enslavement to the King of Babylon: Then Uzziah said to her: "Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all the women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and earth, who guided your blow at the head of the chief of our enemies. Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God. May God make this redound to your everlasting honor, rewarding you with blessings, because you risked your life when your people were being oppressed, and you averted our disaster, walking uprightly before our God." And all the people answered, "Amen! Amen!" (Jdt 13, 18-20)
The Virgin Mary is the only woman in the world God chose to be the Mother of his Son, of his Eternal Word, of his Only Begotten. Hers is a unique, unrepeatable greatness. It has never existed before. It will not exist after. In eternity and in time this glory is only of the Virgin Mary. For this work, the Virgin Mary has never annihilated any other person. She has annihilated herself, though, She annihilated before God, She made herself the most humble servant. She gave all herself for the fulfilment of the mission received.
At the feet of the cross, She let herself be made martyr in soul. Pierced by the sword of the sorrow for the crucifixion of the Son, She offers herself to God for the salvation of all her children. He asks for no justice. She demands no vengeance. She prays so that no drop of his beloved Son falls in vain. She is the Mother with one only desire: that each of her sons comes to the glory of Heaven, in eternal beatitude. This is why every day She enters the field to cut the head to our hellish enemy that is Satan, the false, the liar, the deceitful, the denier of the truth of God and of man.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Blessed for the eternal centuries, deliver us from evil oppressing us and from the sin leading us to death. Angels and Saints of God, help us always proclaim the praises of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Blessed and Holy among women.
 
 
 
 
 
Blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus
May 13
Saint Elizabeth proclaims blessed the fruit of the womb of the Virgin Mary. All the fruits of every womb, both of women and of animals are blessed. This blessing is at the origin of life. There is no life without this initial blessing of God.
Then God said, "Let the water teem with an abundance of living creatures, and on the earth let birds fly beneath the dome of the sky." And so it happened: God created the great sea monsters and all kinds of swimming creatures with which the water teems, and all kinds of winged birds. God saw how good it was, and God blessed them, saying, "Be fertile, multiply, and fill the water of the seas; and let the birds multiply on the earth." Evening came, and morning followed - the fifth day. Then God said, "Let the earth bring forth all kinds of living creatures: cattle, creeping things, and wild animals of all kinds." And so it happened: God made all kinds of wild animals, all kinds of cattle, and all kinds of creeping things of the earth. God saw how good it was. 
Then God said: "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the ground." God created man in his image; in the divine image he created him; male and female he created them. God blessed them, saying: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that move on the earth." (Gn 1, 20-28)
According to this vision of the most pure faith, Jesus is proclaimed blessed, resounding the Psalm: I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become my salvation. The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. The Lord has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be glad. Lord, save us! Lord, grant us success! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless you. The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I will exalt you. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” (Psal 118, 21-29)
The Virgin Mary is Mother of the Messiah of the Lord, of the Son of David, of the King of Israel, of the One who comes in the name of the Lord to remove the sin of the world and make the light of the Lordship of God shine in every heart. After all, Elizabeth anticipates what the Old Simeon will say later: "Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel." The father and mother of the child were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." (Lk 2, 29-35)
Great is the mystery the Son of the Virgin Mary. In Him all the old prophecies about the Messiah of the Lord are fulfilled. What the prophets announced, today it is declared fulfilled. The Messiah of God is the fruit of the womb of Mary. The Messiah is the Lord of Elizabeth, for God himself and the Son of the Most High.
Thank you, Mother of Redemption, for having brought our God, our Saviour, our Lord, our Redeemer in your womb.       	
 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of God
May 14
In the first part of the Hail Mary, we contemplated, meditated, put into heart the words the Angel Gabriel and Saint Elizabeth addressed to the Virgin Mary: "Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you." “Blessed art thou among women and Blessed is the fruit of thy womb.”
In the second part, we will listen to the cry of the Church raising from the heart of the disciple of Jesus toward the “Full of grace and the Blessed among the women.”
The Virgin Mary is Holy. However, it is not about a common, ordinary, holiness, equal to that of the other saints of Heaven.
It is true. In Heaven, every Saint shines for one of his particular, personal light. Every light differs from all the other lights by density. There is the most shining Saint and that gives a little bit of tenuous light. There is the most shining Saint and that shining less.
The Virgin Mary is out of the choir of the other Saints. She overcomes all the lights put together by human holiness. She is Most Saint. God has given Her his own light. She clothed Her with Himself. This is the mystery the Mother of Jesus lives in Heaven for the blessed eternity. She is Queen in her light of all the lights that are and will be in heaven.
This uniqueness is to be confessed and proclaimed, otherwise one makes the Virgin Mary a more excellent or greater saint than the other ones. The Mother of Jesus is not holier than the others. She is beyond their holiness. Infinitely beyond. She is the Mediator of every other holiness.
The Virgin Mary is the Mother of God. She is the true Mother of God, for of Her the Word of life, the Only Begotten Son of the Father is born.
She has not given life to the flesh the Word has assumed in her virginal womb through the work of the Holy Spirit. The Word makes himself flesh in her womb. Of her womb the Eternal Son of the Father is born.
Chris Jesus is divine Person. The divine Person is incarnated. The divine Person is born. The divine Person is God. Mary is Mother of the divine person who is born and therefore She is true Mother of God, for the divine Person of the Son is true God.
As unique is the holiness of the Virgin Mary, so unique is also her maternity. No other woman in the world might never have this honour of being the Mother of her Lord, of her Creator, of her God.
These are the great things the Lord has done for the Virgin Mary: He raised Her above the choirs of the Angels. She is Queen of Angels. He has made Her his true Mother, his true Parent. Jesus is the true Son of Mary.
We pray for this Woman. The Church addresses to Her now. It invokes Her. It asks Her a particular assistance.
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Mother of Redemption, Most Holy, Queen of Angels and of Saints, come to our rescue. Teach us to love.
 	
 
 
Pray for us sinners
May 15
When the Church thinks about the Virgin Mary, it sees Her with the eyes of faith in the same way as the Apostle John presents Her at the wedding of Cana, in a perennial behaviour of prayer and of plea before Jesus the Lord: On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine." (And) Jesus said to her, "Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servers, "Do whatever he tells you." Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it. And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing where it came from (although the servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him. (Jn 2, 1-11)
Not only does the Virgin Mary have the holiest heart of the entire created universe, not only is there the Spirit of the Lord in it, interceding for us according to the plans of the Father. She is also the Mother of the Son of the Most High. Christ Jesus, as true man and true God, owes the Mother the same obedience he owes his heavenly Father. When the Mother asks, the Son always listens to Her. He listens to Her as his Mother and also because the Holy Spirit prays in Her that is always in eternal and divine communion with the Father and the Son in the womb of the Blessed Trinity.
The Church sees itself, in each of its sons, in sin. It does not live as the true spouse of Jesus the Lord. It does not obey the heavenly Father with perfect observance of the Commandments. It does not govern the relations with the men in the communion of the Holy Spirit. It is not the pure body of its Teacher and Lord. It does not reflect the holiness of its Mother, Virgin in eternity for her God. Sin pollutes it, transgression makes it wicked, disobedience impoverishes it, immorality deprives it of its light, making it very opaque before the world. It does not shine by testimony and exemplarity, for faithfulness to its God and for mercy toward men to lead to salvation.
The Church sees itself deprived of the wine of grace and of the truth of Christ Jesus. Who can intercede? Who can ask the Lord for a radical conversion, a global transformation of our life? Certainly not us who are sinners.  Only one can intervene and only one can ask: Her, the Virgin Mary, the Mother of Jesus, the Mystical Spouse of the Holy Spirit, the entirely saint Daughter of the Father.
Thus the Virgin Mary becomes the Mediator of our invocation of piety and of mercy. He who has offended the Father and the Brother, in the Mother has a powerful ally of pleading for forgiveness, compassion, benevolence, commiseration. The Mother covers with her maternal loveliness the immense pile of our faults and presents the Father and the Brother the reasons, that are all in her heart, so that they are to have piety on us and remit the malice of our fault. Without the mediation of the Virgin Mary, we will all be with no hope. We would not know whom to rely on. Certainly, we can always turn directly to the Father and to the Brother, but when one is in sin, sin takes away, does not draw near them. When one is in sin, one runs before the Mother, one never turns away from her. She is for us the Mother who receives, covers, defends, interposes and asks for us what we would not have had the courage of asking and pleading. Truly the Virgin Mary is the gate of every hope of salvation, in the conversion of the heart and of the mind.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, pray for us sinners. Make yourself our Mediator and intercede for us. Angels and Saints of God, come to our help and rescue.
Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
May 16
Our life is a perennial temptation. We are immersed in it, we swim in it, we agitate, fall, we are defeated by it without even realising it. Temptation is quadruple: in words, in deeds, in thoughts, in omissions. It is as if we were attacked by it from the four sides. there is no escape.
We can apply to temptation this beautiful image of the prophet Joel: Hear this, you elders! Pay attention, all you who dwell in the land! Has the like of this happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers? Tell it to your children, and your children to their children, and their children to the next generation. What the cutter left, the locust swarm has eaten; What the locust swarm left, the grasshopper has eaten; And what the grasshopper left, the devourer has eaten. Wake up, you drunkards, and weep; wail, all you drinkers of wine, Because the juice of the grape will be withheld from your mouths. For a people has invaded my land, mighty and without number; His teeth are the teeth of a lion, and his molars those of a lioness. He has laid waste my vine, and blighted my fig tree; He has stripped it, sheared off its bark; its branches are made white. (Jl 1, 2-7)
Grasshoppers – words, locust – deed, worm – thoughts, cricket – omissions. This army, so well battle-hardened, which is only moved by the voracity of destroying every breath of truth, grace, will of God in heart and in mind, in body and in soul, every day besieges our life. Its teeth crush and its jaws grind, devour and swallow. Today this army has become invisible in a particular way. It passes through ether. It invades our houses. It enters our thoughts. It disrupts our houses. We lose every green leaf. We become dry branches.
Invisibility is the deadly weapon. We are overwhelmed by the invisible, of the almost inexistence. Where reality put an end, where physicality was an obstacle, the unreal world we have built makes us see that everything is a game. At the beginning. But this is the strategy of temptation. It wants us to believe that everything is easy, just, saint, necessary, true need of the soul and of the body. Without the heavenly armour we are lost. The Church has identified this infallible protection in the Virgin Mary. She is the Bulwark, the Defence, the Surrounding wall, the Bunker defending us, saving from temptation.
The powerful intercession of the Virgin Mary can produce what the prophet Joel himself narrates in his prophecy: Fear not, beasts of the field! for the pastures of the plain are green; The tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and the vine give their yield. And do you, O children of Zion, exult and rejoice in the LORD, your God! He has given you the teacher of justice: he has made the rain come down for you, the early and the late rain as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. And I will repay you for the years which the locust has eaten, The grasshopper, the devourer, and the cutter, my great army which I sent among you. You shall eat and be filled, and shall praise the name of the LORD, your God, Because he has dealt wondrously with you; my people shall nevermore be put to shame. And you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel; I am the LORD, your God, and there is no other; my people shall nevermore be put to shame. (Jl 2, 22-27)
The Virgin Mary is the Shield with whom all the deadly bullets of every temptation infringe. To us the obligation to invoke Her, pray Her with love, live with Her a relation of true filial piety, choose Her as our Mother, daily desire her help, her intercession, her prayer. Since we are always in temptation, always needing her powerful hand to drag us, take us out, save us.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints of God, pray for us, today and always and at the time of our death. Amen.
 
 
O Mary, you stood
beneath the Cross of your Son Jesus Crucified
May 17
Contemplating the Virgin Mary at the feet of the cross of her Son Jesus, Crucified by love, means penetrating the mystery of the vocation of the Mother of God that will end to the consummation of the centuries, when the Lord comes to make heavens new and earth new.
At the feet of the cross of Jesus, a first part of the mission of the Virgin Mary is fulfilled. In Nazareth, She was called by the Angel to be the Mother of the Son of the Most High, of the God who had to be made flesh for our eternal redemption. She responded her yes to the Angel and in that moment the conceiving in her virginal womb happens through the work of the Holy Spirit: "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word."
The mystery of the Incarnation is not exhausted at this moment. It begins, but it does not end. It will be fulfilled at the end of the world. On the cross, Jesus extends the mystery of divine maternity to every other child of God, to all those who will be born from water and from the Holy Spirit. They all will be born in Him, will be born of the mystical womb of his Mother. The virginal womb of his Mother shall conceive them mystically, give them birth mystically. But it will always be his Mother who shall take care of them, accompany, assist them, as Jesus the Lord did.
Here is the mission of the Virgin Mary: since the moment of the conceiving and of the birth as adoptive children of God, that happens in the water through the work of the Holy Spirit, the Virgin Mary is made Mother of this conceiving and of this birth. Since She is the true Mother, it is her mission to accompany every true child of God from the moment of conceiving to earth until the birth in heaven, that will happen at the moment of his death.
Mary is the One who shall take and lead us, form and educate us, raise and teach us how one goes to God. She is to stand before each of our cross, as She was at the cross of his Son Jesus, to support us with her prayer and her offer. It will be Her who must offer us to the Father, in the Holy Spirit, through our Lord Christ Jesus. Because of Her, our sacrifice shall be said perfect, for in Her, with Her, for Her we can be crucified in Christ, with Christ, for Christ.
Without the presence of the Virgin Mary at the feet of the cross, none of us will be so strong to be able to resist the temptations, that are unleashed because we desist, abandon, withdraw, deny Christ, betray the Father, depart from the truth of the Holy Spirit, we immerse into the darkness of evil and of sin, letting ourselves be conquered by the world.
The Virgin Mary will be at the feet of our cross, if we remain on the cross of Christ Jesus Crucified. She is one thing with us if we are one only thing with Christ Jesus. If we depart from Christ Jesus and from his Word, She might no longer stand before our cross and then the cross will no longer be of redemption for us, but of condemnation, for we will live it badly.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, come and help us be always on the cross of Jesus Crucified, we too, crucified in Him, with Him, for Him. You shall come and offer us to the Father for our sanctification and for the conversion of the world. There is no conversion of hearts but in your offer you will make us to our heavenly Father. Angels and Saints of God, intercede. We want to stay with Christ, in Christ, for Christ, on his cross to be offered to the Father for the salvation of the brothers.
 
 
For your seven sorrows
for your sufferings, intercede for me!
May 18
The Virgin Mary is at the feet of the Cross of the mystical Body of Jesus the Lord. She is there to offer it to the heavenly Father as true holy sacrifice, pleased for it is sanctified by her suffering, silent, hidden love.
To Her, who wishes to offer us too to the Father as pure and stainless victims, we ask to intercede for us and we ask for it for her seven sorrows.
She is to intercede for us before her Son Jesus as She did in the wedding of Cana. She is to ask Him to perform the miracle of the wine, otherwise the joy at the table of humanity ends.
In fact where Christ is not invoked, since his Mother does not intercede, at the table of humanity there is sadness, dismay, solitude, daze, abandon, disdain of life, spiritual and often, also physical death.
The vision of the feast of humanity, where the Virgin Mary was not invited and Christ is absent since his Mother is not there, is very concerning. It is a vision of death, not of life, a vision that leaves the spirit breathless, because of that pestilence of mind and of heart that lacerates the truth and kills it inexorably, for man abandoned himself to such a foolishness, ignorance, silliness, that make him a person with no more moral rectitude.
The Virgin Mary is to return to intercede for us, otherwise there is no longer hope at the table of humanity. Without her prayer, for us there is no future of life. There is only a tiredly dragging toward death and the loss of our own identity and truth of people made in the image and likeness of the Creator.
We ask the Virgin Mary to presents Herself to Christ Jesus with the power of the grace and of the blessing God has granted her for her seven sorrows and her sufferings.
The seven sorrows are the perfection of her sufferings that has its culmination at the feet of the cross. Here She had to do more than Abraham and more than every other man before and after her. Here She had to offer the Father Christ Jesus for the redemption of the world.
The Father asked two sacrifices before the cross: his and that of the Mother. God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has given the Son for the salvation of the world. The Mother, as well, true Mother of the Son of the Most High, as the Father has given the Son for the redemption of humanity. In this sacrifice, the Virgin Mary has also offered Herself, becoming one only sacrifice, one only oblation, one only holocaust with Jesus.
For this immense sorrow, we ask Her to intercede, knowing that the Son will certainly listen to Her, every time we turn to Him through her means. When our prayer rises to Christ through the means of the pierced heart of his Mother, He cannot say no. To Her, who has given all things, who was always on his side, who made the Cavalry an altar of immolation, the Christ grants every grace and blessing and thus through the means of Her the joy comes back again on the face of our exhausted humanity. We are to believe in the intercession of the Virgin Mary. We are to commit all our prayers to this faith. It is the main way to be heard and return to refill the heart of hope and spiritual delight.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, for your seven sorrows, intercedes for us. We need your smile to begin to hope and live again. Angels and Saints present our incessant invocation to Her.
 
Grant that I may truly
look at the Cross of Jesus without sin
May 19
If you wish to understand this passage of our prayer to the Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, we are to ask the Lord the same eyes of faith of the disciple Jesus loved. Meditate and contemplate his way of looking at the cross of Jesus.
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I thirst." There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, "It is finished." And bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.
Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, for the sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken and they be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that you also may (come to) believe. For this happened so that the scripture passage might be fulfilled: "Not a bone of it will be broken." And again another passage says: "They will look upon him whom they have pierced." (Jn 19, 25-37)
Sin is of the soul, when we live of transgression of the Commandments, when we do not observe the Word of the Lord, when we lead our days in immorality and, even worse, in the total amorality of a dishonest and liar, false and deceitful life. One removes this sin in one only way: returning into the purest and holiest obedience to the Lord our God, with the strength of the Holy Spirit.
The sin of the soul immediately makes itself sin of the body. Without the soul living of grace – it cannot live for it is in the disobedience to God – our body is incapable of overcoming the subtlest, least, almost insignificant sin. It is submersed by the habit of evil with the vices falling upon it like the dead leaves on the underneath field. As the leaves cover the ground and one no longer sees it, so it is of the body. We do not see the body, we only see its vices.
Sin is of the thoughts, of the desires, of the will. A soul without the grace of God has a mind with no truth. Here is what a mind with no truth is capable of: “When the LORD saw how great was man's wickedness on earth, and how no desire that his heart conceived was ever anything but evil” (Gn 6, 5) Only Jesus might remove our sin and to Him alone can we ask for it: "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn 1, 29)
 
Looking at the cross of Jesus with no sin means seeing it as the way of our eternal redemption. No one might look at it like that, if the Virgin Mary does not come, take him and immerse him in that blood and in that water pouring forth the side of pierced Christ. This is what we ask Her: “Come, take and immerse us and we shall see Christ Crucified as the unique and only source of our rebirth. We shall see Him and we shall consecrate all our life to Him”.
 
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints of God, open the soul to grace so that our eyes may see the Cross of Christ Jesus with truth.
 
Grant, o Mary
that my body may turn away from evil
 
May 20
 
Once humanity was afflicted by pestilence. Since it had a fast course and the evils it produced in our body were immediate and visible, one feared it and everyone attempted to avoid it, as far as possible. However, it claimed its numerous victims, often without faults or responsibility on their part.
Today there is a greater pestilence no one fears, though, no one avoids, everyone seeks it. This pestilence destroying our body from inside, with consequences lasting in the centuries, that do not stop on the single person, like for the ancient pestilence, is called with different names: drug, alcohol, smoke, food, lust, fornication, offence. All these pestilences assault man and destroy him in his most remote and farthest fibres of his humanity, making his body damaging even in the gift of life, through the way of generation. These pestilences deprive man and woman of being father and mother of true life. The damages for which they are the cause are unrepairable and last for centuries and centuries.
Drug give initial euphoria. This euphoria has a very high cost, though. When it does not require the death of the one who uses it, it demands the sacrifice of the mind, of the heart, of other vital organs. Drug is a pestilence consuming the inside of the one who uses it and reduces him into dust. There are no light or heavy drugs. All of them demand the sacrifice, the physical holocaust of the one who uses it.
Alcohol is underrated by many people. One thinks it is possible to joke as one pleases, at his own will. Those do not know that they swallow a venomous viper in their body, which bites and injects his lethal poison, making man a larva. The physical and psychical evils it generates are transmitted from generation to generation, with no repair.
Smoke is by now a universal drug. It is also a lethal drug. It is sold cheaply, at a low price. Everyone can have it and from an early age. In the man’s body, however, it is no longer only smoke, it is true cyanide destroying the own sources of life. It is a slow, very slow pestilence, infallible in provoking death.
Food is not feared by anyone. No one considers it a true pestilence, an inexhaustible source of illnesses and of attack to man’s health. Once one used to say tongue kills more than sword. It is to be assumed with parsimony, temperance, prudence, high attention, vigilance. Every gram more is a poison we ingest in our body for its ruin and certainly not for its good.
Lust is a kind of particular pestilence. One destroys the source of life with it. From man’s body life is to always flow. With lust, the body is turned into an object, a thing, an instrument of uncontrolled, inhuman concupiscence, for it is not kept by the sound rationality and by the righteous purpose that should always orientate each of our gesture, even the simplest and the least complex, even the most natural one.
Fornication makes our body not be lived according to its truth, its purpose, the justice that should always regulate the use. Instead, one uses it for vanity, the concupiscence, the attraction of the other, but in a not just, not honest, not true, not holy way. One uses for evil and for sin, instead of for good and virtue.
Offence is the sinful use of our body before the little in faith or in age. With offence, another ruinous pestilence, evil enters the heart and the mind of our brothers and lead them to ruin.
Today we ask for this grace to the Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption. We pray Her so that She keeps our body far from all these pestilences that bear eternal ruin not only to our body, but also to that of our brothers. Whoever says this prayer with faith, whoever invokes the Virgin Mary with it, has a promise by her: She will intervene, help, rescue, protect us, She will deliver us from these pestilences attacking our body for its ruin in time and in eternity.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, through this prayer we say in your honour and that you have taught us, deliver us from the pestilence attacking our body. Angels and Saints, keep our nature into truth and in justice, in holiness and in life.
 
 
Grant, o Mary,
that my soul, my heart may be yours, entirely yours
May 21
After having asked the Virgin Mary to keep our body far from evil, so that it is always preserved in the highest holiness, now we invoke Her so that She helps us give Her our soul and our heart, not in a partial way, though, but totally. Soul and heart are to be entirely hers, all hers forever. But how does one give the Virgin Mary soul and heart in such a full way, without keeping anything for ourselves?
One gives the soul to Her making it grow in the sanctifying grace every day. This happens in increasing the deeds of charity and of justice in us. With justice one gives God and the brother what is theirs. We take possession of nothing that is not ours. The perfect observance of the Commandments makes us just, true, good people. The obedience to Commandments is not enough though. The observance of the Beatitudes is needed, too. With them, we give God and the brothers what is ours. We make our life a perennial act of love, charity, mercy, compassion, piety. The more this obedience grows in us, the more we increase sanctifying grace and the more our soul is given to the Virgin Mary. This is a gift that is to be offered day after day.
Also the heart is to be given to the Mother of God. How does one give it? Clothing it with every virtue. The virtues of the heart are: humbleness, truth, honesty, purity, freedom, justice, discretion, love. With humbleness, it is always turned toward God in worship and in seeking the divine will. With truth one delivers it from falsity, from lie, from deceit, from astray about the knowledge of God and in it, it always shines the greatest divine light. With honesty, one is always capable of seeing what belongs to God and what is instead of men and one gives everyone what is its own. With purity one delivers it from all that is dark, polluted, unchaste, not modest, lascivious, useless, vain, futile and one fills it with what is noble, raised, holy, divine. With freedom, one relieves it from all that is sinful and one instead nourishes it with what is holy, just, true. With justice one always orientates toward the highest knowledge of God’s will. With discretion one keeps all things in it, one makes it a tomb. Everything that is not word of salvation and of redemption one is silent, buried in it for only the Word of God is spread into the world through it. With love, one is unclothed of it and makes a gift to the Father, so that it is He who loves in it and through the means of it.
Whoever raises this prayer the Virgin Mary cannot live in the transgression of the Commandments, in the ignorance of the Beatitudes. One cannot omit to clothe his heart with the holy virtues. Spiritual and moral disorders cannot belong to the heart and the soul. Whoever keeps the heart from disorder will make his life a perennial donation to the Virgin Mary. Instead, whoever abandons it to it might never govern it and it will always get out of his hand.
Whoever wishes to give the heart to the Virgin Mary is to do one only thing: he must keep it from hatred, from resentment, from the desire of vengeance and of justice. Instead, he is to fill it with holy forgiveness. He is to imitate the Mother of God at the feet of the cross. Her Son was crucified and She accepted us as her Children and the one who made this gift was precisely her Son, the Crucified. When the heart is free from the past, from all the past, and one lives in the present, in the moment he lives in, it is similar in all to the heart of God, who entirely lives his eternity in one only moment.
Instead, a heart that thinks to the past, that stops on evil, that sees the sin of the others and does not forgive it, does not extinguish, does not cancel it, is instead simply devilish that might never be given to the Mother of God, who lives to forgive us, accept us, make us her children forever.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make us pure and humble of heart.
 
 
O Mary, when my Father wants it,
I wish to come into your light
May 22
Every day, man is to have one only desire into heart: reaching the eternal light, contemplating God’s glory, dwelling in his house, or better: dwelling in God, immersed in Him, as the Revelation discloses: “I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God almighty and the Lamb. The city had no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gave it light, and its lamp was the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and to it the kings of the earth will bring their treasure. During the day its gates will never be shut, and there will be no night there. The treasure and wealth of the nations will be brought there, but nothing unclean will enter it, nor any (one) who does abominable things or tells lies. Only those will enter whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.” (Rev 21, 22-27)
And also: “Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving water, sparkling like crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of its street. On either side of the river grew the tree of life that produces fruit twelve times a year, once each month; the leaves of the trees serve as medicine for the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there anymore. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will look upon his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. Night will be no more, nor will they need light from lamp or sun, for the Lord God shall give them light, and they shall reign forever and ever. And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true, and the Lord, the God of prophetic spirits, sent his angel to show his servants what must happen soon." "Behold, I am coming soon." Blessed is the one who keeps the prophetic message of this book.” (Rev 22, 1-17)
It is also worth reading what Saint Paul writes to the Corinthians regarding the future life: “Every day I face death; I swear it by the pride in you (brothers) that I have in Christ Jesus our Lord. If at Ephesus I fought with beasts, so to speak, what benefit was it to me? If the dead are not raised: "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." Do not be led astray: "Bad company corrupts good morals." Become sober as you ought and stop sinning. For some have no knowledge of God; I say this to your shame.” (1 Cor 15, 31-34)
If this is the marvellous and amazing reality, that overcomes every imagination, fantasy, thought, reflection, why have we all lost the desire of conquering what lasts for eternity and let ourselves be immersed in the deciduous things of this earth that exist today and will disappear tomorrow? Why have we abandoned what is a precious and devoted body, soul, mind, desires, thoughts, deeds, omissions to all that is despicable, that has no value, that does not last, that is with no consistency?
Why do we vainly waste our life entirely dedicating it to time and barely to the “construction” of our eternity? The answer is very simple: because we do not believe that our eternity should be built. Today the Christian lives of a perennial illusion, that is the origin and source of every offence, wickedness, iniquity, evil, moral obscurantism, intellectual and rational silliness, of every abomination and irreligion, calumny and lie, falsity and immersion in vices. This perennial illusion has one only name: eternal life is already given and everyone will enjoy it. Its cultivators are a numberless concourses of: false prophets, false theologians, false teachers, false philosophers, false thinkers, false educators, false scholars, false professors, false preachers, who daily utter calumnies, lies, erroneous testimonies against God. All those people sell what God has not said for truth and what the Lord has said, instead, for lie and falsity. Here is what the Lord says: "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few. "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but underneath are ravenous wolves. (Mt 7, 13-15) What do the false teachers do, even great, excellent, luminary for the world, do? They say with dishonest nonchalance, lying: “The paradise is for everybody. The hell is empty.”
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, enkindle in us the desire of heaven, quenched and suffocated in every heart. Angels and Saints, make us true witnesses of the Word of our God.
 
 
This is why I wish to be truly yours
May 23
Our highest, holiest, noblest desire that will last in eternity is only one: being of Jesus in a true, authentic, perfect way. But to be of Jesus there is one only way: being of the Mother of Jesus, of Mary, Mother of Redemption, in the holiest way. No one, no matter how much he commits himself, is able to transform by himself. We are all similar to clay. It will always remain clay by itself and for itself. It cannot transform by itself, become another thing. It is moldable in itself. It cannot mold by itself. Thus is also for a cedar, fine, lasting wood. This is also mouldable. One can extract everything. The condition is the same though: that an expert hand takes it and shapes it according to his plans. The same thing is worth a piece of marble. Every statue, every figure is contained in its womb. This does not come out on its own, though. It is necessary that one takes it and gives it the shape that is in his heart and in his mind.
Man is neither mouldable, instead. He is rusted iron, harsh cast-iron. One cannot give him any form, but that of sin. So that he is moldable it is necessary that he is recreated again, remade, reprinted by God. The Father sends Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus takes us, conquers us and takes us with his divine charity. He hands us over to the Holy Spirit. He casts us in the furnace of his love and of his truth and makes us new creatures, with new mind, new heart, new spirit, new soul, new body. He makes us participative of the divine nature. If we want to truly be of the Virgin Mary, we have one only way to follow: asking Her day and night to intercede in our favour before Her Son Jesus. She is to ask Jesus that, day by day, He takes us and hands us again over to the Holy Spirit. Given by Christ to the Holy Spirit, He plunges us in his furnace of love, in his fire of charity, he melts us and delivers us from the old nature and in its place He gives us another entirely new one.
This is to happen not only once, nor can it be accomplished when the mortal sin has conquered us again and taken us back to our old humanity, made of arrogance and of concupiscence and of all the other vices. This will have to be accomplished day by day, rather we must never leave the furnace of charity and of truth of the Holy Spirit. We must remain immersed in Him, breathe Him, becoming one only thing with Him. We are not able to obtain this grace. The Virgin Mary can. She is the Mystical Spouse of the Holy Spirit, She is the Mother of the Only Begotten Son of the Father, the beloved Daughter of the heavenly Father. No grace can ever be denied Her, for her soul is the dwelling of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and her heart is the dwelling of the whole Heaven. How can one deny a desire to such a sublime, saint, pure, immaculate, virgin in eternity Woman?
This is why it urges us to intensify our prayer to the Mother of God and our Mother. We must invoke Her with more faith, more charity, more love, more strong desire of imitation. We must ask Her to intervene in our favour, to never abandon us, to take our hand and lead us to Her Son Jesus, to present us to Him, manifesting to Him this only and unique desire of ours: truly being of the Mother to truly be of the Son. One might never be of the Son according to truth if he is not of the Mother according to truth and the Mother is She who is to hand us over to Christ in our greatest truth, namely holiness of our human nature. In the Virgin Mary we all have little faith. We have little trust of Her. We go to Her for all the useless, futile, vain graces. We do not have recourse for the only true, lasting, eternal grace: truly being of Her to truly be of Him. When we convince ourselves that She alone can help us, it will be too late for we will have wasted our life.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, give us this true and living faith.
 
 
 
 
O Mary, lead me to a good way,
to the way of good and turn me away from evil
May 24
Man walks, proceeds, advances, runs, jumps, competes, goes forth and back, right and left, above and below, but as blind, foolish, ignorant. He does not know where he is going, he does not know his final destination and neither the intermediate ones. He lives drowning himself in the present moment, without the true hope that should give fullness of light to his days. Even if he had the light of faith, the strength of charity, the attraction to hope, he would not be able to advance toward the right destination. He does not know it, he ignores it, it is not in his capacity to identify it. This power was not put in his hands.
Every man, because of the non-knowledge and of the ignorance about his future, is to perennially put himself in the hands of Someone else, if he wants to give perfect fulfilment to his life in time and after it. This Someone else in whose hands one is to entirely put his life is the Holy Spirit of God. He is the Teacher, the Guide, the Leader, the Indicator, the Flattener, the Guardian, the Watchful of our life. He is the one who is to first create it and then indicate it. However, not once forever, but every day, rather every moment of his happening and its making. Without this deep humbleness, the perdition of our life is always at hands, at the reason of our constitutional blindness of nature. The Holy Spirit needs human collaborators, who may help Him in his wondrous work of his. These instruments necessary, indispensable to Him are the Saints, both those of Heaven and all the other who are still on earth. Without this human collaboration, He cannot fulfil his work. He cannot for He lacks in the instruments in charge of the fulfilment of it. Human instrument of the Spirit of the Lord is the Church in each of his holy child. Those who are not holy in the Church are instead collaborators of Satan, of the spirit of evil, that wishes the ruin of the faithful.
The one who, more than anyone else, was made Collaborator of the Holy Spirit is the Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, her Mystical Spouse. The Virgin Mary is to be for us all the womb of the true life. Her holy, virginal, chaste, pure, immaculate womb must be the way leading us to Christ Jesus our Lord, so that He then introduces us to the Father and hands us over into his holy hands. This is why, first of all, we are to choose Her as our true Mother, our true womb of holiness and of inner and external purity. After having chosen Her and accepted Her in our life, we are to daily ask Her to route us, lead us, give birth to us in the greatest justice and make us be born in the greatest truth. After having given birth to us and letting us be born, She is to nourish us with the most pure spiritual milk of the Word of Jesus, so that our faith will always be immaculate and true. To Her we must ask day by day that She turns us away from the way of evil, keeping us tight to Her, so that temptation does not surprise us and evil does not overcome us. Overcoming evil is not all our vocation though. It is only the beginning of the path. Then one is to go forward the way of good and this is endless, immense as God is endless and immense. Here only his Mastership can help, sustain, encourage, prompt us.
We do not know the good, neither the least, minimal one. We confuse the good with the evil. We say evil to be good. We declare good evil. The confusion in our heart is immense, cosmic. If we do not let ourselves be guided by Her it is easy to be lost, confused, choose evil instead of good, follow the way of sin instead of that of grace and of truth. Instead, with Her on our side, everything becomes easier, everything possible, everything clear, everything viable. With Her, one never tires, one does not lose heart, one does not remain disappointed, one does not despair. With Her the way of good is always viable at one condition: that She be always the Guardian of our material and spiritual life. If we believe in Her and invoke Her with endless prayer, we do remain disappointed in eternity. Her light will illuminate our path and we will progress toward Heaven.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, teach us the good way.


Tota pulchra es, Maria,                 
et macula originalis non est in Te
                  You are all beautiful, Mary, and the original stain is not in you         May 25
Tota Pulchra is an old song in honour of the Mother of God and our Mother. The eye of the son, devoted to such a great Mother contemplates her image and lets himself be carried away by her heavenly beauty. His heart, unable to contain the admired splendour inside him, must let it out with a song singing the praise to Mary’s beauty, wrapping her entirely. Before such beauty, everyone should feel in the heart, in the spirit, in the soul, what Jeremiah felt before the Word of God he would have wanted to suffocate in his heart, in his soul, in his spirit: “You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; you were too strong for me, and you triumphed. I say to myself, I will not mention him, I will speak in his name no more. But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart, imprisoned in my bones; I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it.” (cf. Jer 20, 7-18) So, let us ask: what does Mary’s beauty consist of? Why is She proclaimed beautiful? Hers is a full, global, intact beauty.
Her soul is entirely pervaded, enlightened, vivified, protected, kept by the sanctifying grace that is full in Her. This grace lacks nothing. It is as if her soul were interwoven with grace: created grace and uncreated grace, namely God himself. God is in Mary’s soul to create all the possible holiness for a creature in it. It is not then about a privative holiness, namely about absence of something, for instance the stain of the original sin. Instead, it is about a holiness brought to the highest of its effectiveness, working, fructification. Mary is the human highest of the divine holiness.
Her spirit is entirely divine truth. In it, there is not even the smallest shadow of falsity, deceit, lie, error. Mary sees God according to his purest truth. Her song, raising up to Heaven and illuminating the entire earth with the most pure truth of our God and Lord, attests it. The difference with our spirit is evident. We speak about God in a false, liar, erroneous, deceitful, extravagant way, dishonouring his eternal beauty. We are able converters of the truth of his own revelation. While Mary nourished herself with divine truth, we nourish ourselves with devilish lie and falsity, deceit and hypocrisy. Her body has never been touched by a vice, by a serious and neither minor sin. Mary has never allowed her body to taste, see, touch, hear, smell what is evil. She has never allowed it something too much, excessive. Temperance, sobriety, balance were very perfect in Her. She has never let herself be taken by the smallest sin of gluttony or of taste. She has always been able to moderate herself, in all things. Neither by laziness, has She let herself be conquered. We should reflect, while contemplating the Virgin Mary, especially during this time in which the excess is made rule of life, the sin a norm of justice, the vice a modern morality.
We should think that we are by now only able to drown ourselves in alcohol, in drugs, in food, in smoke, in every other transgression. The simple fact that by now the body is without any moral rule, any virtue, is a sign that our soul is without God, without his grace and that our spirit is without any heavenly truth. We should reflect. When the corruption of the body reaches its culmination – and today it has reached it – then it is the moment to think that the soul is totally dead in us and that the spirit no longer gives any sign of life. When soul and spirit are dead in man, then prohibitions are no longer useful. One needs a true spiritual resurrection. Man needs grace and truth, but only Christ Jesus can give them and He gives them through the means of his Church, one, saint, Catholic, Apostolic.
In the Virgin Mary, all things shine with holiness and beauty: heart, feelings, will, desires, aspirations, resolutions. We can well say that Mary has never had one single desire that was not very holy, and never an aspiration that was not conform to the will of the Lord. Her will has never been attracted by the things of earth, for her heart has always been turned to Heaven. Never a misplaced feeling, for She lived with one only resolution: always and only being pleased to her Lord and Father. Mary lived of heavenly beauty and in it She grew every day, until reaching the highest beauty. Now She lives in Heaven cloaked with divine and eternal glory, clothed with the light coming from God. Her beauty enchants and leaves even the most beautiful among all the Angels of Heaven breathless. Before the Virgin Mary, Lucifer would have appeared less shining, less bright, less illuminating. He could have seen the littleness of his light. Soul, spirit and body are in Mary perfectly harmonious. Mary’s body breathes the beauty of her soul and of her spirit. Hers is a reflected beauty. In Her, from her body, the Lord of glory is reflected in her purest and holiest beauty of his eternal light. Hers is not an artificial beauty like ours. Hers is a supernatural beauty. This is her status. This is her law. This is her created essence.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, reveal to us your splendour of Heaven so that we can let ourselves be conquered by it. Angels and Saints, grant our desire.

                   Tu gloria Ierusalem, Tu laetitia Israel         May, 26
You are the glory of Jerusalem, you are the joy of Israel
 These words the Church turns to the Virgin Mary, in this song of praise and of blessing, in which one admires all the spiritual beauty of the Mother of God and our Mother, are taken from the Book of Judith. We know the biblical narration. Before Holofernes who had established to tear down Jerusalem and the entire Judea, destroying and annihilating the people of the Lord, the town of Betulia, situated in a strategic place, decided to oppose to the impressiveness of the enemy army, refusing to surrender and to hand oneself over in the hands of the destroyer tyrant. 
 We also know what Judith decided for the love of her people, for its salvation: killing Holofernes with deceit, seducing him with her beauty and the suavity of her words, that promised the victory without a fight. One night, while Holofernes, dead drunk, lied in his tent: “When all had departed, and no one, small or great, was left in the bedroom, Judith stood by Holofernes' bed and said within herself: "O Lord, God of all might, in this hour look graciously on my undertaking for the exaltation of Jerusalem; now is the time for aiding your heritage and for carrying out my design to shatter the enemies who have risen against us." She went to the bedpost near the head of Holofernes, and taking his sword from it, drew close to the bed, grasped the hair of his head, and said, "Strengthen me this day, O God of Israel!" Then with all her might she struck him twice in the neck and cut off his head. She rolled his body off the bed and took the canopy from its supports. Soon afterward, she came out and handed over the head of Holofernes to her maid, who put it into her food pouch; and the two went off together as they were accustomed to do for prayer. They passed through the camp, and skirting the ravine, reached Bethulia on the mountain. As they approached its gates, Judith shouted to the guards from a distance: "Open! Open the gate! God, our God, is with us. Once more he has made manifest his strength in Israel and his power against our enemies; he has done it this very day." (Jdt 13, 4-11)
The news of Holofernes’s death throws his whole army into panic, which dispersed. The people were free. Even from Jerusalem one came to praise Judith for the work accomplished by her: The high priest Joakim and the elders of the Israelites, who dwelt in Jerusalem, came to see for themselves the good things that the Lord had done for Israel, and to meet and congratulate Judith.  When they had visited her, all with one accord blessed her, saying: "You are the glory of Jerusalem, the surpassing joy of Israel; You are the splendid boast of our people. With your own hand you have done all this; You have done good to Israel, and God is pleased with what you have wrought. May you be blessed by the Lord Almighty forever and ever!" And all the people answered, "Amen!" (Jdt 15, 8-10) Judith is hailed as the one who had saved Israel. She is its glory, its pride, its honour, its bright victory.
The Virgin Mary with her yes, said to God in a wondrous way for her entire life, has let the head of the enemy of the whole humanity be crushed, cut, he who makes slaves and deports every man into his kingdom of darkness. What one sings for Judith, one must sing as infinitely multiplied for the Mother of God. She is our honour, our pride, our glory, our victory, our Mother of Salvation and of Redemption. Through her yes, of her virginal womb, the One who has defeated death, sin, disobedience is born; the One who has poured out the Holy Spirit, the grace, and the truth over the entire world, the One who comes to subtract us from the kingdom of darkness and to let us enter the Kingdom of Light. Jesus is the blessed fruit of the Virgin Mary. Through this fruit and her yes, every honour, every blessing, every thanking, every praise goes to Her. Judith exposed herself to the martyrdom, but she was not a martyr. Mary is Martyr and Queen of the Martyrs for her immense sorrow at the feet of the Cross. Judith did not offer her son to the Father for the salvation of her town. Mary has offered her Divine Son to God for our eternal salvation. Mary is infinitely more than Judith. 
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, help us understand your mystery to praise and bless you for the eternal centuries. Angels and Saints, give fulfilment to this desire of ours. We want to know the mystery of our heavenly Mother.
 
 
 
Tu honorificentia populi nostri
                                       You give honor to our people                           May 27
Let us meditate for a moment on what the people of Israel sing in honour of Judith, after having known the news of her great heroic act: she had cut the head to the one who had planned the destruction of the people of the Covenant.
All the people were greatly astonished. They bowed down and worshiped God, saying with one accord, "Blessed are you, our God, who today have brought to nought the enemies of your people." Then Uzziah said to her: "Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all the women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and earth, who guided your blow at the head of the chief of our enemies. Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God. May God make this redound to your everlasting honor, rewarding you with blessings, because you risked your life when your people were being oppressed, and you averted our disaster, walking uprightly before our God." And all the people answered, "Amen! Amen!" (Jdt 13, 17-20)
Even Jerusalem exults and remains almost to the point of the ecstasy before such courage and bravery: The high priest Joakim and the elders of the Israelites, who dwelt in Jerusalem, came to see for themselves the good things that the Lord had done for Israel, and to meet and congratulate Judith. When they had visited her, all with one accord blessed her, saying: "You are the glory of Jerusalem, the surpassing joy of Israel; You are the splendid boast of our people. With your own hand you have done all this; You have done good to Israel, and God is pleased with what you have wrought. May you be blessed by the Lord Almighty forever and ever!" And all the people answered, "Amen!" (Jdt 15, 8-10)
Judith is the splendid honour of the people of the Lord, for she has saved it from certain death. The destroyer wanted to assault it and she has prohibited it, by killing him, not without having put her life to risk. Instead, we deny, swear, despise, dishonour Her, we think of Her in a not high way, even vulgar, making Her a woman like the other women, unless we sometimes put Her in a lower step than the other ones. Why all of that? Judith has performed a visible work for the visible life of her people, even if then the invisible fruits have also matured. Visibility attracts and conquers. The enemy was visible and she got rid of him in a visible way. The flesh of the man exults. Visible flesh, visible enemy, visible work, visible joy. On the contrary, the Virgin Mary has accomplished an invisible work, with an invisible enemy, with an invisible victory, whose fruits are visible, though, in the one who lets himself be conquered by this victory of her.
The reason for our insensibility toward the Virgin Mary, the reason why we honour Her a little and we love Her a little, we glorify Her a little, rather we attempt to take away every glory and every honour from Her is precisely that: we have not been wrapped by this victory of her. Satan is still the enemy who besieges us, leaving us with no spiritual water and food, deprived of every comfort of truth for our soul. We are in his kingdom of darkness, of non-light, of obscurity. We live in the underground of his temptation and of his sins. The Virgin Mary is the most pure light, though. Whoever wants to contemplate Her must leave the kingdom of darkness, let him be carried into the kingdom of the most full light and from this light of truth he will see all the beauty of the Mother of God and he might sing her glories.
Satan is the universal enemy of every man, for the entire history of humanity. This enemy of ours was overcome the first time in Her and through Her, through her faith, Christ Jesus came, who has taken away every power of harming men from him. However, this is an invisible victory, entirely spiritual, because Satan is spirit, even if one can see his fruits in the visible matter and flesh of man, unable to love according to truth and justice. Who can enjoy this victory and who can sing it? Only the one who lets himself be totally immersed in it day after day. The more we depart from Satan and the more we see the glory of the Virgin Mary. The less we depart from the old opponent and the less we see the glory of the Virgin Mary. Those who do not sing Mary, do not take pride of Her, do not cry out her honour and her glory, those who d not proclaim Her to be blessed and beatified, attest that in their heart Satan still rules and they are still part of his sad and dark kingdom.
Angels and Saints, help us sing the glory of the Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption.


Tu advocata peccatorum
                             You are an Advocate of sinners               May 28
God is the defender of his people. It is He who keeps, protects, saves, redeems, nourishes, leads, delivers them from every evil. Thus the Psalm narrates this wondrous work of the Lord our God: “May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him. May you blow them away like smoke— as wax melts before the fire, may the wicked perish before God. But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful. Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. When you, God, went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before God, the God of Israel. You gave abundant showers, O God; you refreshed your weary inheritance. Your people settled in it, and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.” (Psal 68 (87) 2-11)
Christ Jesus is the defender. He defends us in expiating for us, dying in our place, taking upon himself, Immaculate Lamb, our faults to put them up to cross and taking them away from our heart: “My children, I am writing this to you so that you may not commit sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one. He is expiation for our sins, and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.” (1 Jn 2, 1-2) Jesus is the defender before the Father in interceding and praying for the sinners, so that they convert and enter eternal life, accepting his grace and truth. The Holy Spirit Is the Defender. He defends us in keeping us immune from every falsity, ignorance, foolishness, deceit, cunning and malice of Satan; leading us to the whole truth; making us true witnesses of Jesus; giving a word of truth before those who oppose and desire our death: "When the Advocate comes whom I will send you from the Father, the Spirit of truth that proceeds from the Father, he will testify to me. And you also testify, because you have been with me from the beginning.” (Jn 15, 26-27) The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit defend our life so that no one robs it of us, takes it away from us, removes it from us.
The Virgin Mary, too, participates in this divine work, fulfilled toward us by the Father, by the Son and by the Holy Spirit. To Her, however, does one give a special, particular, unique title: “Advocate of the sinners”. It is as if her Son, Christ the Lord, had wanted to give Her a singular mission, a very high maternal mission. The Virgin Mary is Mother of such sinner humanity, spiritually infirm, sick in the soul, infected in its spirit, stiff in its heart, weak in its will, spoiled in its desires. This is the current state of every man: he is a sinner.
What responsibility has Jesus given to his Mother? That of finding, before Him, a reason of salvation, of redemption, of justification, not condemnation, forgiveness, great mercy, full condescension. What Jesus did on the cross before handing his spirit over to the Father, when He has prayed for his perpetrators, excusing them before God for they did know what they were doing, this ministry is of his Mother, now. It is She who must always find every attenuation for us so that the lightening of the divine justice do not fall upon us and do not overwhelm us. Instead, the mercy, the piety, the compassion of the Lord must always triumph, through Her, toward us in order to our salvation in time and in eternity.
So that She may defend us before her Divine Son, it is necessary that we love Her with a true, sincere, pure, holy love. If the younger son did not come back to the Father, He could not have defended him before the older son: 'My son, you are here with me always; everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.'" (Lk 15, 26-27)If we do not return into the house of our heavenly Mother, She might never defend us. We love Her, we return to Her, we honour Her as our true Mother, we approach Her and in the moments of haze and of spiritual darkness She will always know how to intercede for us, defending us before his Divine Son. We must never depart from her presence. We must always turn to Her, listen to Her, invoke Her, ask Her for mercy, compassion, support, help, defence, in the promise of changing life, for we want to offer all of us to Her and to Jesus: heart, spirit, body, soul.
Angels, Saints, give us a great love for the Mother of Redemption, our Advocate.


O Maria, o Maria
                                                  O Mary, o Mary                                      May 29
Before the contemplation of the beauty, of the brightness, of the light which emanates from the Virgin Mary, the heart is rapt into ecstasy, the mind stops thinking, the spirit of man is quenched, the soul immerses in the mystery and lets itself be annulled by it and in it. Our own body loses its heaviness and is raised toward heaven, attracted by it, in the same way as a powerful magnet raises the very heavy iron from earth and leads it where it desires. Before the braveries accomplished by Jael, Judith, the own Ester, that are figures of the Mother of the Lord, the men and the women of their time, were taken by a deep amazement and sang songs of joy and of exultance to celebrate and recall eternally the works fulfilled by these singular women, through whom God has manifested his divine almightiness, crushing, annulling the enemies of their people. These women were seen as givers of life for everyone. Deliverers from slavery, oppression, various servitudes, from the own death looming upon them as threatening. 
The singer of the glories that God has accomplished through the means of his Mother, the Virgin Mary, begins to celebrate the praises of the Woman made by God in such a wondrous and great way, to darken the beauty of every other work of the Lord. The beauty of Lucifer, of the Angel bearer of light, before his sin of pride, compared to the beauty of the Virgin Mary can be drawn with the flame of a candlewick before the wondrous light of thousands and more suns brightening the heaven of God. This is the spiritual beauty of the Mother of Jesus. He begins to celebrate the glory of this unique Woman in the creation of her God, but then he stops. He is not able to go on. He does not know what to say. His heart is blocked. His thoughts come to a halt. His voice stutters. He cannot but repeat endlessly: O Mary, O Mary. It is the ecstasy of the one who is speechless, for truly there are no words to say. In the name there is everything. The word is enough. It is enough to repeat it endlessly. While one repeats it, the mind immerses in the mystery and the heart lets itself be carried by a whirlwind of sweetness and of endless joy, so immense is the seen, contemplated, enjoyed beauty.
Before the contemplation of the Virgin Mary, narrating her beauty becomes almost impossible. There are no suitable words. All of them appear to be insufficient. One then needs to pass from contemplation to enjoyment. One needs to apply the words of the Psalm for Her: I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. I will glory in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. (Cf. Sal 34, 1-9). Taste is a sublime way of knowledge, it infinitely overcomes that of the eye and of the ear.
Tasting the beauty of the Mother of God is going infinitely beyond our mind, our heart, our ear, our touch and our smell. One needs to put senses apart. Through them, one will always know a little both of God and of his works and the Virgin Mary is the Deed of the deeds of God. The absolute Deed of God is Christ Jesus, who is born of her virginal womb, when the Word is made flesh and comes to dwell among us to give us the grace and the truth. One enjoys the Virgin Mary not through learning, not through school, not through study, not through other human ways, of the earth. One tastes through the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is He the very perfect knowledge of the Mother of God. He is the eternal taste of the Father and of the Son. He will have to be our taste, too. In Him, we must always taste the beauty of this Woman. Without the divine taste, we would have an earthly knowledge of the Virgin Mary, made of the thoughts of this world. We would never have a divine knowledge, made of divine thoughts. This is why it is right that the song is interrupted and that one lets himself be carried away by the taste of the Holy Spirit, by his divine thoughts, that are neither thoughts anymore, but life given through participation, through creation, through gift.
Holy Spirit of God, our Counselor, Advocate, our eternal Truth, give us your own taste for we want, for one only moment of our life on the earth, let ourselves be enraptured by the knowledge of this Woman who is the Delight of the Blessed Trinity. Angels and Saints intercede for us and obtain this grace for us. She alone is enough to quench our life. Nothing is more necessary to it.  



Virgo prudentissima
                                 Virgin most intelligent                    May 30
Today Mary is exalted and magnified as “Virgo prudentissima.” She is most intelligent since evil, neither minimal, nor lowest, has never arisen from the words, works, actions, relations lived by Her, through her person. In Her everything has contributed to produce the greatest good, always. Why has the life of the Virgin Mary always produced the best fruits of good, rather of extreme good and in us does it often produce only evil? Why is She Mother and Most Holy Virgin, while we remain perennially sinners, or at most we content ourselves to live a minimalist Christian religion, namely aimed at not committing only the most heinous crimes disturbing the collective conscience, while we abandon ourselves to those ugly sins that by now have become style, form, daily consistency of our social life?
One can bring forth all of this spiritual disaster from a mistake that by now we are doing without either realizing it. Our mistake consists of that: we separate the gift of the Holy Spirit from the Holy Spirit that must always produce it in us. We believe we have the gift of the Spirit of God but without living in the Spirit of God. By now almost all of us believe that one can compare the Holy Spirit to a tradesman. We go to his store, we take what we need, we pay the price with the sacrifice of having already gone before Him, we leave and everything is over at that point. The Holy Spirit remains in his store to serve some other customer and we continue to live our life in the convincement that everything is all right, for we have the gifts of the Holy Spirit and with them we can do the good we want.
Nothing is more erroneous. This convincement, that by now has become a Christian attitude, is the death of our life of faith. There might never be separation between the gift and the Holy Spirit, for it is He who is to always produce it living, always current, always in the today of our life. It is always He who is to vivify it, make it working, strong, irresistible, victorious. If the Spirit of the Lord is not in us, we are without his gifts and our spiritual life is a true failure. It is the Holy Spirit who gives himself to us as a tree from which every fruit of prudence flourishes and matures.
What is then prudence and why is the Virgin Mary Most intelligent? The highest prudence is a virtue of the Mother of God since each of her action, thought, will, desire, feeling, motion of the heart and of the spirit were always under the motion of the Holy Spirit. He always moved the heart and the mind of our Mother. He always acted through the means of Her. Mary is the perfect instrument through which the Father of heaven accomplishes the marvels of his love in favour of his children. The Holy Spirit is a gift in Mary, but also her daily conquest. She grew in the Holy Spirit through her endless prayer and so that the path in the holiness was in Her without interruption. We omit our growth in wisdom and in grace, we forget to pray, we ease up in our path of faith, hope, charity. Thus acting we cannot hope to be governed by prudence.
Salomon realised that he could not live without wisdom. He knew that it was a gift of God. The Church of the Lord with heartfelt prayer: “Therefore I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded and the spirit of Wisdom came to me. I preferred her to scepter and throne, And deemed riches nothing in comparison with her, nor did I liken any priceless gem to her; Because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. Beyond health and comeliness I loved her, And I chose to have her rather than the light, because the splendor of her never yields to sleep. Yet all good things together came to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands; And I rejoiced in them all, because Wisdom is their leader, though I had not known that she is the mother of these. Simply I learned about her, and ungrudgingly do I share - her riches I do not hide away; For to men she is an unfailing treasure; those who gain this treasure win the friendship of God, to whom the gifts they have from discipline commend them. Now God grant I speak suitably and value these endowments at their worth: For he is the guide of Wisdom and the director of the wise. For both we and our words are in his hand, as well as all prudence and knowledge of crafts.” (Wis 7, 7-16)The prayer alone is not enough, though. One needs the obedience to each motion of the Holy Spirit of God. Mary is the Most intelligent Virgin, for She is the Most Obedient Virgin. Without obedience, there is no prudence, for prudence is listening and perennial obedience to our God and Lord.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, teach us to live in your own obedience for all the days of our life. We will be most intelligent as you are, as well. Angels and Saints, help us always walk in the Word of our God and Lord. This is the unique and only way of holy prudence.


Mater clementissima
                                           Mother most merciful                              May 31
We are sinners. We betray the Lord, we deny Him, we swear his holy name, we ignore his Law, we do not want to live according to his Commandment, we distance ourselves from his will. We even deny his existence, making ourselves god, deciding on our own what is good and what is evil. We rebel against our truth of being his creatures, made by Him in his image and likeness. We have destroyed the Lord, we have abolished Him as our God. For utmost righteousness He should destroy us, abolish us from the face of earth, caving us alive in eternal damnation, so great is our sin, so immense is our wickedness and evilness.
But God is not only utmost righteousness, He is also piety, mercy, compassion, eternal charity. He has always revealed a merciful Father, who always forgives those who convert and return to Him, in repentance and in the desire to acknowledge Him as their God, Lord, Creator. If He were not utmost clemency, as well, none of us would exist more than half-day, so great is our wickedness and evilness toward his holy name. It is his utmost clemency that creates hope in our heart. The sinner can return to Him, for he knows that his God forgives greatly. This was the hope of the prodigal son: “Coming to his senses he thought, 'How many of my father's hired workers have more than enough food to eat, but here am I, dying from hunger. I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers."' So he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. His son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.' But his father ordered his servants, 'Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and has been found.' Then the celebration began.” (Lk 15, 17-24)
For an arcane of perfect salvation, sanctification, God has set that the Virgin Mary was the “treasurer” of his divine clemency, the most sweet Mother of his Beloved Son. The Mother of Redemption carries out her holy work or ministry in different ways, according to multiple ways. First of all, She carries it out, forestalling us in each of our needs both spiritual and material. She does not want that we deny our God and Lord and this is why She obtains every grace to us so that we persevere in our path of faith, hope, charity.
Secondly, She carries it out going herself seeking the lost sheep to lead them back to the sheepfold of Her Son Jesus. History attests that the Virgin Mary has descended from heaven, come among us, showed, revealed, appeared, spoken, invited, asked to work for the conversion of all sinners. This is tireless work. She never stops coming to our rescue. She is always among her children, for SHe wants no one to be lost, to die in eternal darkness.
Thirdly, dampening and sweetening the arrows of God’s righteousness, covering the sin with the mantle of her mercy, waiting for them to convert, to return to the full love of their Saviour and Lord. If the Virgin Mary did not come between us and the Divine father, we might hardly exist. Our sins are so many and so great to deserve the punishment immediately. Instead, through the clemency of such a great Mother, the Lord delays the day of his wrath, He delays it until the moment of conversion. Mary hides us from the Lord’s wrath, according to the same Command given by Him  to the children of Israel: “Get behind the rocks, hide in the dust, From the terror of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty!” (Is 2,10) “Go, my people, enter your chambers, and close your doors behind you; Hide yourselves for a brief moment, until the wrath is past. See, the LORD goes forth from his place, to punish the wickedness of the earth's inhabitants; The earth will reveal the blood upon her, and no longer conceal her slain.” (Is 26, 20-21)Our heavenly Mother is our safest hiding place. Whoever takes refuge in Her, whoever trusts in Her, whoever relies on Her, whoever invokes Her with will of true conversion, is always helped by Her to fulfill the path of his true return to the Lord.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, hide us under your mantle of mercy waiting for our conversion. Angels and Saints hasten our return to the Lord.



Ora pro nobis
Pray for us                
After having sung the glories of Mary, magnifying her spiritual beauty and her splendid ornament of virtue - You are all beautiful, Mary, and the original stain is not in you. You are the glory of Jerusalem, you are the joy of Israel, you give honor to our people. You are an advocate of sinners. O Mary, Virgin most intelligent, Mother most merciful. – one asks Her to pray for us.
The faithful servant asks Mary to pray, not only for himself, who is raising his praise and his song of love to Her, but also for each of his brother living in this world and also in the Purgatory, since the souls who have not expiated their temporary punishment yet, because of their sins, are not in the glory of Heaven. The entire earth and the entire purgatory are placed in the hands of our Heavenly Mother’s hands, of the One who can always enter the presence of the Son, more than the seven Angels which the Book of Tobiah deals with and more than the own queen Esther before her spouse king.
What is sublime in this prayer – and also in that of the Hail Mary – is that one does not ask for anything particular, special, singular. One does not ask for a grace that urges to our current life. One asks Mary to pray for us.
This very simple prayer – pray for us – is to be clothed for the devoted faithful of the Virgin Mary with a very high meaning of faith, trust, handover.
Meaning of faith: we know who the Virgin Mary is. She is the Woman with the vigilant, careful, penetrating eye, capable of scrutinizing our life infinitely more than any other person. She is infinitely more that Balaam, who thus said about Israel: “The utterance of Balaam, son of Beor, the utterance of the man whose eye is true, The utterance of one who hears what God says, and knows what the Most High knows, Of one who sees what the Almighty sees, enraptured, and with eyes unveiled: How goodly are your tents, O Jacob; your encampments, O Israel! They are like gardens beside a stream, like the cedars planted by the LORD. His wells shall yield free-flowing waters, he shall have the sea within reach; His king shall rise higher than. . . . and his royalty shall be exalted. It is God who brought him out of Egypt, a wild bull of towering might. He shall devour the nations like grass, their bones he shall strip bare. He lies crouching like a lion, or like a lioness; who shall arouse him? Blessed is he who blesses you, and cursed is he who curses you!” (Num, 24, 3-9)The Virgin Mary knows all things about our life until the abyss of our heart, to the further recesses of our spirit, to the most impenetrable creases of our soul. What is unknown to us is very known to Her. We see ourselves with great obscurity of sin and of concupiscence. She sees us with a more shining light than a thousand suns turned to us. We see ourselves according to our desires, giving ephemeral and temporary fulfilments. 
Meaning of trust: knowing the great knowledge She has over us, we do not manifest the urges, the reasons, the needs afflicting us. We purely and simply trust Her. She knows what is urgent for our life. She knows what is useful and what is useless, what is truth for us and what is falsity, what helps and what damages, instead, for it is true damage and spiritual disaster for our immediate and remote future. We cannot trust our feelings, desires, aspirations. They can be a true devilish temptation for our ruin in time and in eternity. We can only trust Her, for She alone, in Christ Jesus, through the work of the Holy Spirit, knows our truth, that truth the Father has written for us in the action of our creation and according to this truth She turns her heartfelt prayer to her Son. With Her, we fulfill ourselves completely, without even knowing ourselves.
Meaning of handover: trust is to turn itself into a perennial act of handover. It is to be total, full, perfect. One places oneself into her hands. One abandons oneself to her heart of Mother. One lets oneself be carried by Her in history until the reaching of eternal glory. She is to be our boat and She our daily helmsman. Her sight is to govern our route and her strengths are to prompt us forward perpetually, without never stopping her work in our favour. Without a permanent handover to Her, we would always pray according to our heart, never according to the will of the Lord our God. One hands oneself over to Mary in one only way: in denying each of our thought and desire and placing everything into her heart, so that it be She to pray for us according to the thought and the desire of God.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, pray for us. You know God’s truth in us. Help us fulfill it entirely. Angels and Saints pray for us too.

Intercede pro nobis. Ad Dominum Iesum Christum
Pray for us, plead for us, To the Lord Jesus Christ
We have asked our heavenly Father to pray for us: “Ora pro nobis” We also have theologically clarified the meaning of these simple words. A thing we still have to put in the heart is that: the Virgin Mary always turns her prayer to her Son. She turns it not because He is her Son. It would be a prayer deprived of dogmatic, theological, truthful foundation. Instead, She turns it for her Son is the only, unique mediator between God and humanity. The prayer of Mary is not only fruit in Her of a great love toward the Son. It is that, too. And above all it is the fruit of a most pure faith, living in Her with understanding, intelligence, wisdom, knowledge, in the Holy Spirit, without measure, without limits, without obstacles from the sin that does not exist in Her, has never existed.
Someone may object: where does one draw this truth from and namely that the Virgin Mary does not pray Jesus only because He is her Son, but also because her Son is the only, unique Mediator between God and humanity? One draws this truth from the Gospel according to John, from the narration of the wedding of Cana: “On the third day there was a wedding in Cana  in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, "They have no wine."  (And) Jesus said to her, "Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servers, "Do whatever he tells you."  Now there were six stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, "Fill the jars with water." So they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it. And when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, without knowing where it came from (although the servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now." Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples began to believe in him.” (jN 2, 1-11)
The Virgin Mary goes to Jesus first. She asks for his intervention. Why does She ask for it? She asks for it because of her faith. Jesus is the only, the unique mediator between God and humanity. Only through Him the grace can descend in that house today. The words She turns to the servants attests it: “Do whatever He tells you.” These words are not thrown at random. These are the same words the Pharaoh said to all his people after having entitled Joseph as the unique mediator between him and the Egyptians in order to the wheat distribution, because of the great famine: “This advice pleased Pharaoh and all his officials. "Could we find another like him," Pharaoh asked his officials, "a man so endowed with the spirit of God?" So Pharaoh said to Joseph: "Since God has made all this known to you, no one can be as wise and discerning as you are. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people shall dart at your command. Only in respect to the throne shall I outrank you. Herewith," Pharaoh told Joseph, "I place you in charge of the whole land of Egypt." With that, Pharaoh took off his signet ring and put it on Joseph's finger. He had him dressed in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. He then had him ride in the chariot of his vizier, and they shouted "Abrek!" before him. Thus was Joseph installed over the whole land of Egypt. "I, Pharaoh, proclaim," he told Joseph, "that without your approval no one shall move hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." When the seven years of abundance enjoyed by the land of Egypt came to an end, the seven years of famine set in, just as Joseph had predicted. Although there was famine in all the other countries, food was available throughout the land of Egypt. When hunger came to be felt throughout the land of Egypt and the people cried to Pharaoh for bread, Pharaoh directed all the Egyptians to go to Joseph and do whatever he told them. When the famine had spread throughout the land, Joseph opened all the cities that had grain and rationed it to the Egyptians, since the famine had gripped the land of Egypt. In fact, all the world came to Joseph to obtain rations of grain, for famine had gripped the whole world.” (cf. Gen 41, 37-57)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Particularly today, this most pure faith is to be restored. It is being lost. We ignore the relations within the Most Holy Trinity and neither do we know all the other ones living in Heaven and on earth. A faith that ignores and often denies the relations is a void faith, without any burden in history. It is a dead faith, unable to produce fruits of true salvation. To the righteous faith one is to always add the most pure love. The Virgin Mary is rich in faith and in love, this is why her prayer is always fulfilled by her Son.
Virgin Mary, Mother of Redemption, teach us the true faith in your Son Jesus, our Lord. Angels, Saints, let us grow in the holy knowledge of the truth of Christ the Lord.
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